
The comcall Hiftorie of 

Come heere today? 

Salem. My Lord, lieere ftayes without 
a tneflenger with letters from the Doctor, 
new come from Padua ? 

‘Duhg. Bring vs the letters i call the Meffenger ? 

’Baj]. Good chccre Anthomo ? what roan, courage yet j 
The lew fhall haue myflefo.blood.bonesandalif 
ere thou fhalt loofe for me one drop of blood ? 

« sintho. /am a tainted weather ofthc flocke, 
roeeteft for death, the weak'eft kind offruite 
drops earlieft to the ground, and fc let are \ 

Y ou cannot better be iroploy d Bajfamo, 
then to liue (till and write mine Epitaph ? 

Setter Nerrtjfa. 

Duke. Came you from Padua from Mra l 
Ner. From both? myL. Bettario grcctcsyour grace? 
- r Bajf. Why dooft thou whet thy knife fo earneftly ? 
lews. To cut theforfaiture from tnatbankroue there? 
gratia. Not on thy foule: but on thy foule harfh lew 
thou malcft thy knife keene : but no mettell can, 
no, not the hangmans axe beare halfe the kcencncfTe 
of thy fharpe enuic : can no prayers pearcc thee ? 
levee. No, nope that thou haft wit enough to make, 
Gratia. Q be thou damnd, inexcerable dogge, 

And for thy hfe let iuftice be accufd j 
Thou almoft mak'ft me wauer in my faith, 
to hold opinion with Pythagoras, 
that foules of Animails infufe themfclues 
into the trunks of men : Thy currifh fpirit 
gouernd a Woolfc, who hangd for humaine fiaughfer 
cuen from the gailowcs did his fell foule fieetc, 
and whileft thou layeft in thy vnhallowed dara$ 
infufd it felfc in thee : for thy defires 
are vvoluifh, bloody, ftaru’d, and rauenous. 

levee, Till thou canfi: raile the feale from off my bond, 
Thou but offendft thy lungs to fpeake Co loud : 
Repaire thy wit good youth, or it will fall 





To 


the'Mercbant of Venice. 

tocurelelTerutne. Iftandheercforlaw. 

‘Duke. This letter from Be llano doth commend 
a voung and learned Do«ftor to our Court : 

Where is he ? 

Ner. He attendeth here hard by 
to know your aunfwer whether voule admit him. 

Duke. With all my hart : fome three or fbure of you 
goe giue him curteo us-con duct to this place, 
meane time the Court fhall hcare Bellarios letter. 

Your Grace fhall vnderftand , that at the receit of your letter I 
amveryficke, but in the inftimt that your meflengcr carne.inlo- 
uing vifitation was with me a young Doftor of Rome, his name is 
Balthazer : / acquainted him with the caufe in cotrouerfie between 
the lew and Anthomo the Merchant , wee turnd ore many bookes 
together, hce is furnifhed with my opinion , which bettered with 
his ownc learning, the greatnes whereof I cannot enough com- 
mend, comes with him at my importunitie , to fill vp your graces 
requett in my ftcad. /befeech you let his lacke of yecres be no im- 
pediment to let him lacke a reuerend eftimation, for / ncuer knew 
to young a body with fo oide a head : I leaue him to your gracious 
acceptance, whofe tryall (hall better publifh his commendation. 
Enter ‘Tortiafot'Balthaztr. . 

Duke. \ ou heare the learnd Dellario what he writes, 
and heere I fake it is the doflor come. 

Giue me your hand, come you from old Belkrio t 
Portia, / did my Lord. 

Duke; Y ou are welcome, take your place : 
are you acquainted with the difference 
that holds this prefent queftion in the Court. 

TV. /am enformed throughly ofthccaufe, 
vvhich is the Merchant here ? and which the Iewi 
Duke. tAnthomo and old Shylocke, both ftand forth. 

Por. is your name Shylocke ? 
lew. Shylocke is my name. 
ff or. Ofa ftrangc nature is the futc you follow, 
in fach rule, that the Venetian law 
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